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 Once a military spouse – always a 
military spouse. Whether your Soldier is on 
active duty or unlaced the combat boots long 
ago, May 10th is a day to officially celebrate 
you – the military spouse.
 In 1984, President Ronald Reagan 
declared May 23, 1984 as the first Military 
Spouse Day. Secretary of Defense Caspar 
Weinberger standardized the date by declar-
ing the Friday before Mother’s Day as the 
day to honor those who serve alongside their 
loved ones in uniform.
 There’s no denying the profound im-
pact of the military spouse. “Be Army Strong” 
is the latest Army motto. The Army is strong 
because its spouses are strong. As it turns 
out, the spouse’s satisfaction with military life 
may determine whether or not a Soldier reen-
lists. Their influence extends far beyond the 
service member’s career choice - it affects 
combat readiness.
 Army spouses are strong because they 
need to be. If they weren’t born strong, they 
must become strong.
 The military spouse is the key source 
of strength for an often-absent Soldier and 
the ever-present children who expect the 
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non-uniformed parent to be 
both mom and dad when one is 
deployed.
 The Army spouse is also a support 
system for other military families - lending 
a helping hand, a sympathetic ear, a shoul-
der to cry on, or two strong warm arms for a 
much-needed hug. 
 The military spouse is a chronic volun-
teer, member of the neighborhood watch, part 
of the welcoming committee, habitual host, 
last-minute baby-sitter, and jack-of-all-trades. 
 It’s unjust to recognize the contributions 
of military spouses without acknowledging 
their achievements, as well. For, they are a 
versatile and accomplished bunch. 
 They have obtained advanced educa-
tional degrees despite having to attend three 
or more different colleges. They have be-
come professionals in their chosen field, often 
leaving behind the benefits of seniority when 
starting with a new employer in a new locale.  
And, they have mastered the complexities 
of setting up household and integrating their 
families into new communities time and time 
again.
 And through it all---they have been 
strong.
 And they have loved. They have loved 
their families. They have loved their Soldiers. 
They have loved their country. There is no 
other explanation – except love –for what 
they do. 
 On May 10th, do something special 
for your military spouse. If you are a military 
spouse, do something special for yourself. 
 And know that you are loved.

by Susan Danielsen
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president
   Memorial Day is coming up and once again, 1st Vice 
President Jerry Pionk has arranged for a color guard, 
speakers, and other support for our annual service at 
the 2nd Division Monument in Washington, DC. If 
you can’t make it to the nation’s capital for the service, 
please attend a ceremony in your local community 
to honor those Warriors who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice.    
   It is with deep sadness that I heard that Sheldon 
‘Bud’ Silva passed away. He was the longtime presi-
dent of the association’s Florida Branch. As a member 
of the 23rd Infantry Regiment, Bud was wounded in 
action during World War II. I join with the members 
of the Florida Branch in extending my condolences to 
Bud’s family.
   Increasing our membership continues to be a pri-
mary focus of the association. The executive commit-
tee approved an extension of the special half-price life 
membership offer for active duty Warriors through 
February 2014. Our Membership/Public Relations 
Committee has intensified its efforts to locate and 
recruit the hundreds of thousands of veterans who 
served in the division since it returned to Korea. Every 
member needs to help us in these efforts.   
   I am sure you have all been following the increas-
ingly volatile situation on the Korean Peninsula. Our 
association’s social media sites have been buzzing 
with comments, speculation, and “war stories.”  MG 
Ed Cardon, division commander, asked me to pass 
along his warmest regards to the Association and to all 
those who continue to support our great division as it 
maintains readiness in that strategically important part 
of the globe. He added that the date for the division 
change of command ceremony will be June 24, 2013.  
   In Afghanistan, the division’s 4th Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team is more than halfway through its de-
ployment. In fact, the Raider brigade is reducing the 
size of, and in some cases closing, several of its tacti-
cal bases. The first 40 Raiders returned to Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord at the start of March and the Warriors 
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   Welcome to spring! Or, at least I hope you are get-
ting some spring weather in your part of our great 
Country!
   It has come to my attention that some members are 
having some difficulties when making reservations at 
the Holiday Inn in Columbus for our 2013 reunion. 
President Mike Davino has negotiated us a better room 
rate than what was initially posted ($89). The room 
rate is now $82 per night plus taxes! As happens with 
a lot of hotels, if the local hotel reservationist is busy 
you may be transferred to the national reservation of-
fice. This office may not know about the local agree-
ment and offer something different. If this happens, 
call back and ask for the Holiday Inn – North reserva-
tion desk. If you still have a problem ask for the Sales 
Manager Ms. Evita Wynn. She will help you!!! I can 
help you, too.
    We are still looking for donations for the National 
Army Museum where we can help support that ef-
fort and get a plaque in the Association’s name posted 
there. The cost for this is $2,500 and we are still about 
$1,000 behind. Please be generous and help us get this 
program completed! Just send a check made out to 
2 IDA and note that it is for the Army Museum. The 
check should be mailed to National Headquarters and 
the address is on this newsletter.
   Have a great Memorial Day and remember all our 
veterans that have gone on before us!!!

Bob Haynes
2idahq@comcast.net    (224)-225-1202

A
of Company C, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 
prepared to return home in April. It is clear that the 
Soldiers of our division are leading the way in meeting 
the nation’s goal of lessening the presence of U.S. and 
Coalition forces in country as the Afghans prepare to 
take responsibility for security next year.   
   In closing, I want to remind our members that schol-
arship applications are due to national headquarters by 
June 1.  Also, with our reunion coming up in Septem-
ber, don’t wait until the last minute to register.  

Mike Davino
2IDA.President@charter.net  (919) 498-1910
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 Dear Friends,
   
   It is said that April showers bring May flowers, but 
May also comes with two important holidays.  The 
first is Mother’s Day and I would like to wish all the 
mothers in our organization a wonderful day.  Because 
we are a military organization, we are more aware 
of the role our mothers play.  We are mothers who 
have had to take care of home and children while our 
spouse is deployed,  who have to give up family and 
friends due another PCS move.  We are also aware of 
the active duty mother who is serving our country and 
also cares for her family.  We are mothers who have 
sent our children to serve their country in the military, 
so this is the day we salute all mothers and appreciate 
their efforts.
   The other important day in May is Memorial Day, 
a time when we remember and give thanks to those 
who gave all and honor their sacrifice and courage.  
This Memorial Day, the New England Branch of our 
organization will take their annual trip to Washington 
DC to place wreaths on the WWII, Korean and 2nd 
ID monuments to honor our veterans.  This is such a 
special event as we get to meet so many veterans who 
are there for the same reason we are, and I feel it is a 
way to honor the veterans in my family who are no 
longer with us.
   Reservation forms for our reunion in September 
were enclosed in the last edition of the Indianhead.  I 
hope you all will attend the Ladies Luncheon. Re-
member, it’s not just for the ladies, all you gentlemen 
are invited also.  We will hold our auction to raise 
money for the scholarship fund directly after lunch.  
This is such a fun event as our members come up with 
all kinds of interesting items to bid on.   

Looking forward to seeing you at the reunion!
 
Marianne Miller 
mlmil@hotmail.com

   Please welcome our two new members. Bernadine 
Vulgamore, from Wichita, KS, is the widow of Carl 
Vulgamore, F Co 38th Inf, who died September 2007. 
Our new life member is Jacqueline Haines Oleson, 
from Abbotsford, WI. She is the wife of Glenn  Olson, 
C Co 3-23 Inf, Korea. Joanne Slater has converted her 
membership and is now a life member.
   We have an address change for Barbara Daley 
who has moved to Pennsauken Senior Towers in 
Pennsauken, NJ. Her e-mail address is ksv2id@com-
cast.net. If you would like her new mailing address or 
phone number, I can be reached at 361-664-0657.
   A big thank you to Rosalie Leiker and Mike and 
Beverly McQuerry for their generous donations to the 
Fort Lewis Pantry.  All donations will be forwarded 
to Fort Lewis, the first week in May, when I make our 
annual donation.
   I have started updating my information for the new 
roster. If you have a new address, phone number or 
e-mail address, please contact me with the updates.  If 
you know of a member who has passed away, I would 
appreciate hearing from you.
   It is with sad regret that I notify you of the passing 
of our Past President, Derotha “Dee”J. King.  Dee 
passed away Thursday afternoon, April 26, 2013.  
She joined the auxiliary May, 1991 and became a life 
member December 1996.  Dee served as First Vice-
President 2007-2009 and became our Auxiliary Presi-
dent September 2011. She resigned her office Septem-
ber 2012 due to health problems.
   Dee and U. J. attended both the National Reunions 
and the Texas Branch Reunions. They made their 
home in Sudan, Texas and made the long haul to at-
tend the reunions and make memories with their 2nd 
Division friends. In later years, they were accompa-
nied by family members. We were glad to have Dee 
and U. J. attend the Texas Branch reunion in New 
Braunfels in April. Her smile will be truly missed.
   Dee and her family are dedicated 2nd Division 
members and are truly “Second to None”.  Please keep 
U. J. and the family in your prayers.
    

Until we see each other at the Reunion, 

Jody Smith 
dojo.smith@yahoo.com 
Auxiliary Secretary/ Treasurer   

The Treasurer’s Out BoxNews  
from the  
Auxiliary
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Did You Know.......?
   Hello my fellow veterans. Well here we 
are in the middle of spring and my thoughts 
turn to benefits for you and what you do 
with them. We’ve talked in the past of VA 
benefits, state benefits and in some cases lo-
cal benefits you have earned with your ser-
vice in the military. Now I’d like to talk to 
you about the benefit of having served in the 
2nd  Division. For the past 90 plus years the 
2nd Division Association has held a reunion 
throughout the states. Why? So that you can 
meet up with the guy you shared your can-
teen with, the guy you gave your extra socks 
to, and even the guy that owes you money 
you lent him on a week end pass.
   A couple of years ago, I was sitting in the 
hotel lobby with my wife and up walked 
this distinguished gray haired man. He in-
troduced himself, but the name didn’t regis-
ter. He provided a little more info, low and 
behold, here was a guy I had served with 45 
years ago. It was such an emotional mo-
ment. I truly will never forget it!
  This could be you. But if you don’t come 
to the reunion, it will never happen.
   The reunion committee has put together a 
spectacular event this year. Held in Colum-
bus, Ga., home of Fort Benning, the Infantry 
School, and the 2ID many years ago.  
   Which unit will have the most attendees? 
The 72nd, the 23rd, the 2nd Eng.? Or my 
favorite - “The Manchus”? Come to Georgia 
and be part of the Division’s 92nd reunion.  

KEEP UP THE FIRE.

Chas Groff
chasgroff@aol.com

P.S. Manchus, don’t let me down!!

About Ft.Benning, Ga.
 
 If you are coming to the re-
union in September, you’ll be fortu-
nate enough to spend some time on 
Ft.Benning. Here’s a little bit about 
the place.
 Fort Benning was established in 
1918, and is named after Confeder-
ate General Henry L. Benning, who 
had lived in Columbus. 
 Until 2005, it was known as 
“The Home of the Infantry”. With 
base realignment, it is now home 
to the United States Army Maneu-
ver Center of Excellence which in-
cludes the United States Army Armor 
School and the United States Army 
Infantry School.
 It also boasts the Airborne 
School, Officer Candidate School, 
Ranger School, Sniper School, Com-
batives School.
 Ft. Benning’s mission: to pro-
vide trained, agile, adaptive and 
ready Soldiers and Leaders for an 
Army at war, while developing capa-
bilities for the Maneuver Force and 
the individual Soldier and providing a 
world-class quality of life for our Sol-
diers, Civilians, and Army Families.
 Dwight Eisenhower served on 
Ft. Benning (for about four months)
 The 1967 movie, The Green Be-
rets was filmed at Ft. Benning.
 The installation covers 182,000 
acres. 
 Total Fort Benning population is 
about 111,000 during the day.
 Cost of Living: 19.76% lower 
than the U.S. average
 Come visit and find out more 
for yourself! 
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New Members
LIFE MEMBERS:
Col. Dennis C. Smith (Active duty)
1-15th FA (DIVARTY) 
5-20 Inf Regt & 3-17 FA 

Jim Courter 
C Co 1-72 Armor 
1966-68 Korea

Harry Leslie 
A Co 3-23 Inf Regt
1968-69 Korea 

Dean Baker Jr. 
HHB 6-37 FA
1971-72 Korea 

Matthew Huffman
HHC 2-72 Armor Bn
1989-90 Korea 

James E. Robinson
B Co 1-23 Inf Regt 1962-65 Ft. Benning
A Co 3-23 Inf Regt 1969-70 Korea

CSM Andrew Spano (Active Duty)
2 ID HQ DIV CSM

CSM (Ret) Laurence Williams 
HHC 3-23 Inf Regt
1967-68 Korea 

Joe Marcil
E Co 702 Maint 2 Avn
1975-76 Korea 

NEW MEMBERS:
Richard Blanding
Service Btry 15 FA
1956 Ft. Lewis 

James Maroney
2 MP Co
1978-80 Korea
Reinstated from 2010

Rich Ward (Associate member)
A Co 707 Maint Bn 7 ID
1969-70 Korea 

Doug Chandler
HQ 2 ID G-2
1968-69 Korea

Rest in Peace
Seth Lewis
I Co 38 Inf Regt
1940-45 ETO
Died: 2/16/2013

Bill Nicholson
B Co 38 Inf Regt
1944-45 ETO
Died: 2/2013

Uyles Matthews
B Co 38 Inf Regt
1944-45 ETO
Died: 2/19/2013

Lavon T. McDaniel
C Co 23 Inf Regt 
1950-51 Korea (POW)
Died: 2/21/2013

A.L. (Red) Daily
AT Co 23 Inf Regt
1940-45 ETO
Died: 1/19/2013

CSM Dan Barnes
C Co 2 Eng Bn
Korea 1965-66
Died: 2013

Sheldon ‘Bud’ Silva
A Co 23 Inf Regt
1943-46 ETO
Died: 3/11/2013

Joseph A. Matthews
A Co 38 Inf Regt
1950-51 Korea
Died: 3/10/2013

Donald Tears
HQ Co 9 Inf Regt
1950-51 Korea
Died: 3/14/2013

James Kenneth Bock
Tank Co 38 Inf Regt 
1952-53 Korea 
Died: 3/23/2013

Lloyd McDole
Hvy Mortar Co 23 Inf 
Regt 
1948-49 Ft. Lewis 
Died: 3/6/2013

Robert Gifford
2 Eng Bn
1950-51 Korea
Died: 12/5/2012

Bruce Hall
HQ Co 9 Inf Regt’
1942-45 ETO
Died: 10/6/2010

Arent C. Heil
15 FA
1942-45 ETO
Died: 8/6/2012

Glenn Oleson
C Co 3-23 Inf Regt
1967-68 Korea 

Ricky A. Sloan
1-72 Armor
1975-76 Korea 

James E. Thompson
HHB 6-37 FA
1988-89 Korea 

Cecil P. Drone
HHC 2 ID
1965-66 Korea 

Roger Winstanley
HHC 1-23 Inf Regt
1966-67 Korea 

Robert H. Williams
HQ Co 13 Eng Bn
1953-54 Korea 
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      Fredom is Not Free 
  
   Once again, we come to a Memorial Day service. And once again, I am reminded 
that we stand here today with a purpose. That purpose is to recognize and remem-
ber. And once again I am reminded that “Freedom is NOT free.” Our country’s 
Freedom has been paid for again and again.
   I looked up the meaning of the word “Freedom” in the dictionary. My American 
Heritage Dictionary says that Freedom “is the condition of being free”. That inter-
ested me so I looked up the word “Free”. And that says that to be free, one is “at 
liberty, not bound or constrained”.
   Many take Freedom and Liberty for granted. But we are here today to celebrate 
and remember the many who have helped preserve our Freedom and Liberty. One 
of the reasons we observe Memorial Day is because we know that we must not for-
get. We know that many have made the sacrifice so that we can be here today.  
   We must not forget those sacrifices.
                 (Chaplain Neal Hanley)  

   Lillian Staples, who comes from a long line of veterans, knows how to throw a birthday 
party. Pin theTail on the Donkey just wouldn’t suffice.
  Instead, this fifth grader asked guests to write cards to 2ID Wounded Warriors and include 
a photo of the pre-teens wearing Indianhead baseball caps and proudly displaying the 2ID 
colors. She further requested that those who celebrated her birthday on February 16th bring 
goodies for the healing heroes.
   The very thoughtful package arrived at the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in 
Bethesda in late March, and will be divvied up amongst 2ID Soldiers there.
   Students from the Poulesville, Maryland school that participated in the “Second to None” 
birthday bash will get a little gift themselves. The 2ID Association is preparing personalized 
certificates to recognize their Warrior spirit! HOOAH!
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Want to Contact Your 
Association Officers?

President - Mike Davino 919-498-1910
1st VP - Jerry Pionk 703-878-0348
2nd VP - Barry Napp 830- 358-7328
Sec/Treas. - Bob Haynes 224-225-1202
Exec Comm. - Jack Woodall 610-274-1409
Exec Comm.- Mike Alexander 
 011-82-31-870-6544
Exec Comm. -  John Batty-Sylvan 
 415-902-7030
Exec. Comm.- Chuck Groff  708-349-9270
Exec Comm. - Ray Hansen 605-361-7870 
Exec Comm. - Aves Thompson 907-240-0114
Exec Comm. - Wally Baxendale 630-293-1493

 Any Soldier who may have served with 
my father, Sgt. First Class Lewis W. Sowles, 
who was a clerk with Medical Company, 
38th Infantry in Korea from August 1950 to 
November 1950. He was listed as MIA from 
Kunu-ri, North Korea, the Gauntlet, as of No-
vember 30, 1950. Contact Wsowlessr@aol.
com, write to 203 Main Street #401 Klamath 
Falls, Ore. 97601 or, 310-430-4631.  
 Any 2ID Soldier who may have served 
with Charles Wesley Blankenship, a mortar 
crewman with the 23rd Infantry Regiment 
during the Heartbreak Ridge battle. Contact 
his daughter at cathyallen1@yahoo.com.
  Any one who served with my brother, 
Staff Sgt. Ralph Leasure, in 38th Inf. Co. F 
during WWII. He landed on Omaha Beach 
on June 7 (D-Day +1), and, despite being 
wounded twice in France, continued to fight 
till the end of the war.  He was killed in a traf-
fic accident in 1950 in Bedford Springs, Pa. 
Contact Bob Leasure at 19238 Sterling Drive, 
Abingdon, Va. 24211,
276-628-4052, or Rdleasure@aol.com
 Any information about 3-23rd Inf. Regt. 
Soldiers KIA 12/25/1966 on hunter-killer pa-
trol between Freedom Bridge and JSA. Con-
tact Tommy Bryant 205-841-3940 or jtb103@
aol.com 

Amazon.com Now Sell-
ing 2ID Merchandise  
 The Second Infantry Division 
Association has entered into a pro-
gram with internet retailer Amazon.
com to sell 2ID merchandise. 
 You can view these items on 
our association website at http://
www.2ida.org/Merchandise.htm
 The images on this page are 
link directly to the product on Ama-
zon. Amazon is the merchant, not 
2IDA.
 We get a small commission 
for every person who clicks on the 
link AND THEN makes a purchase 
on amazon.com. The commission is 
good for ANY merchandise ordered, 
even if is not the product you origi-
nally clicked on – even if it is not 2ID 
merchandise.
 Our webmaster, Wayne John-
son, is the creative mind behind this 
initiative. 

Looking For......

Memorial Day Service 
Monday, May 27th 11 a.m. 

17th St. Northwest and Constitution Ave.
Washington, DC
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times per year by and for its members at J and L 
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of the editor. Views expressed throughout 
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the 1st of every even-numbered month.

 Has your email address                           
            changed? Notify the 
                Secretary. Ensure      
                   your box has
    ample space for delivery.

DONATION TO SCHOLARSHIP 
or MONUMENT FUND (circle one)

Donation in the amount of $ ______________

In memory of _________________________

Last known address ____________________

who served in _________________________

(Bn. or Reg.) __________________________

Who died (Month, day, year)______________

Name of Donor ________________________

Address______________________________

Donation acknowledgment in the name of:

Name ________________________________
Mail to P.O. Box 218, Fox Lake, IL 60020-0218

Make checks payable to “2nd Indianhead Division Association”, and forward along with application to: Secy/Treas., 2nd Indianhead Division 
Assn., P.O. Box 218, Fox Lake, IL 60020-0218.

BE A MEMBER GET A MEMBER
Second (Indianhead) Division Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 218, Fox Lake, IL 60020-0218
224-225-1202

Type of Membership Requested:

Regular/Associates $25.00

Currently on Active Duty $10.00

Life $200.00

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street or Road __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City, State _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number (___________)__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 For better service have your  NEWSLETTER e-mailed to you:  ________________________________ @ _______________________

Please complete the following:

Service with the Second Division Company, Bn., Reg., Etc. _____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Service: From ________________________________________________________ to ________________________________________

Where Served ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sponsored by: ________________________________________________ of _______________________________________________Branch

Payment enclosed for:

New Member

Reinstatement

Annual Dues

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


